MOSSL BYLAW CHANGES AS APPROVED BY M.O.S.S.L.’s BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON JULY 11, 2010   

Originally printed on orange paper 
(CHANGES ARE  NOTED IN BOLD FACE  PRINT)
8.0 Tryouts
8.1  Players can be added during the seasonal year from any recreational programs.  Players cannot be “cut” from team rosters. However, tryouts may be held during the year to fill vacancies on rosters.  The guidelines for recruiting must be adhered to when advertising tryouts. 

Tryouts after the Spring season to form teams for the following seasonal year shall not be held until the following dates: 

To form U-9 teams:


The Tuesday after Memorial Day.  
To form U-10 teams:


The Tuesday after Memorial Day.  

To form U-11 teams:


The Tuesday after Memorial Day.  


To form U-12 teams:


The Tuesday after Memorial Day.  


To form U-13 teams:


The first Monday after Memorial Day.  

To form U-14 teams:


The first Monday after Memorial Day.  

To form U-15 & older teams:    
The first Monday after Memorial Day. 

Tryouts after the Spring season to form teams for the following seasonal year shall not be held until the following dates and offers to players may not be made until the date time/shown:

	Age of team to be formed for the following year:
	The earliest date/time tryouts can be held for this age group.
	The earliest date/time that offers to participate in this age group.

	U-9
	The Tuesday after Memorial Day. 
	The first Sunday after Memorial Day after 2:00 PM.

	U-10
	The Tuesday after Memorial Day.
	The first Sunday after Memorial Day after 2:00 PM.

	U-11
	The Tuesday after Memorial Day. 
	The first Sunday after Memorial Day after 2:00 PM.

	U-12
	The Tuesday after Memorial Day. 
	The first Sunday after Memorial Day after 2:00 PM.

	U-13
	The first Monday after Memorial Day.
	The second Sunday after Memorial Day after  2:00 PM. 

	U-14
	The first Monday after Memorial Day.
	The second Sunday after Memorial Day after  2:00 PM. 

	U-15 and older 
	The first Monday after Memorial Day.
	The second Sunday after Memorial Day after  2:00 PM. 


A calendar of events shall be distributed yearly that specifies the exact day after which tryouts can be held for each age group.

In order to allow players and their families the ability to choose the best select team for their situation, the following fair play guidelines must be observed:

a) Coaches may not deter, by any means, players from attending whatever tryouts the player’s desire.  This would include the scheduling of mandatory team functions or imposing sanctions against those players.

b) Coaches may not place unreasonable demands on players to join a team after tryouts.  This would include requiring; an immediate response, large cash payments, signing US Youth / Ohio South / MOSSL player registration form prior to the earliest date to make offers as specified above or other coercive measures. Specifically, no offer to participate with a particular club or team during the following seasonal year may be extended to a player for any reason until after the date and time specified above. 

Exception:  After the beginning of the tryout period for a particular age group, a member league, coach, and / or club may offer a position on a team to one of its currently registered players prior to the date and time specified above.   

INTERFERENCE WITH ANOTHER LEAGUE’S FIELD USAGE 

4.0 FIELDS

4.4  No member league or representative of a member league may interfere with the relationship between another member league and the other member league’s field provider.    

MOSSL U-8 Academy Program

2.13  M.O.S.S.L. will accept teams in the U-8, U-9, and U-10 age divisions in the following, “Academy” format.  Players and their coaches so registered shall be considered as recreational players / coaches. 

2.13.1 Member leagues / clubs may register a minimum of seven (7) players and an unlimited maximum number of U-7, U-8, U-9 or U-10 players in each of those respective age groups, subject to the following restrictions:  

· If a team is declared as a U-8 team, no more than ½ the number of players 
           registered by the club for that team may be U-7’s.

· A U-7 player may be registered in the U-8 age group but not within the U-9 or 
           U-10 age group.  

· A U-8 player may be registered in the U-9 age group but not within the U-10 age group.  

· A U-9 player may be registered as part of the U-10 age group. 

· The age of the oldest player registered for a member league / club / team in an age group shall determine 

    the “age” for that age group organized by the member league / club / team.  

A minimum of two coaches must be registered with each member league’s / club’s / team’s age group. 

2.13.2  If a member league, or if a member league sponsors more than one club, a club, registers some of it players using this format in either the U-8, U-9, or U-10, boys or girls age groups, respectively, then that member league or club must register all of it players in that specific age / gender group in this format.   For example: Club XYZ chooses to enter some of its U-9 Boys in this format, then Club XYZ must enter all of its U-9 boys in this format.  However, Club XYZ does not have to enter any other age / gender group in this academy format. 

2.13.3 Any player registered under this format may be used as a Club Guest Player as provided in section 2.11 for a team that is not registered under this format, except that players registered as part of a U-8 academy team may not be a club guest player on a U-10 or older team.   A player that is rostered to a team that is not participating in this format may not participate in this format of play under the Club Guest Player rules, Section 2.11.   

 

2.13.4 The assigned team name will only reflect the name of the member league or club, “U-8”, “U-9” or “U-10”, and the gender of the team.  For example:  “XYZ S.C.  U-8 Boys”.

2.13.5 The standard registration process, including the issuance of OSYSA player passes, shall be followed. 

2.13.6 After the pre-season deadline for the declaration of teams has passed, representatives of all leagues / clubs / teams that have declared teams in this format will be designated by the president as a committee charged with the oversight of the respective age groups for this format. This “U-8, (U-9 / U-10), (Boys / Girls), Committee” shall meet approximately 6 weeks prior to the start of each season to schedule 5 to 10 common play dates at one or more common sites and shall determine the parameters, (# of players on the field, field size, length of quarters, specials rules, etc.) for this age group.  In general, this committee shall follow the recommendations of US Youth Soccer for this age group.    

2.13.7  During games using this format, any coach who has been issued a coach pass for another team from that same member league or club, that participates in MOSSL, may coach during any game for that member league or club.  

2.13.8  The per player fees for players participating in this format shall be as follows:

· $8.00 for each player during their first season of play during the seasonal year.

· $4.00 for each player during their second season of play during the same seasonal  

     year.

· There will be no registration fee for coaches nor will there be a per player /coach 
     field fund fee assessed. 

· If a group of players and coaches desire to be subsequently registered and rostered as a competitive team, (i.e. in order to play in a competitive tournament), there shall be an additional cost of $7.00 per player and $11.00 per coach.       

2.13.9  All of the rules contained in MOSSL’s bylaws, including but not limited to, sponsorship of teams, conduct, recruiting, transfers, coach licenses, and Risk Management, remain applicable.  Member leagues / clubs / teams who will be participating in this format should not hold tryouts but rather should work to find a place for all players who are interested in participating with their league / club / team in this format. 

2.13.10  Team standings will not be maintained. All leagues, clubs, teams, coaches, parents of players and players must recognize that the purpose of this format is to provide a less competitive environment where player development is emphasized.     
OFFSIDE TO BE CALLED IN U-9 GAMES & USE OF SINGLE REFEREE IN U-9 GAMES.

7.0 GAMES
7.1 

As a point of clarification: 

· If a team chooses to use 1 or 2 certified Assistant Referees in a U-9 game, (they are not required to do so), the minimum pay for the certified Assistant Referees is $16.00. Club Assistant Referees may be paid, if the home team for that league game chooses to do so, as provided above.    

·  All games, U-10 through U-19, must always use a three person system of control, i.e. 1 center referee with two assistant referees. The assistant referees can either be certified referees or club assistant referees.   See Bylaw 7.5

7.1 The following special rules shall apply only in U-9 games.   

a) The standard offside rule shall be applicable in U-9 games. 

b) Games shall be officiated with a single center referee with the option to use certified or non-certified assistant referees.

9.0 RECRUITING

9.1  It shall be deemed recruiting if any coach, manager, trainer, player, or parent of a player, entices, encourages, cajoles, and/or facilitates, in any manner, a player to transfer from another team to his/her team or club. The coach(es) of the team that the player wishes to transfer to, may only refer the player to the MOSSL office, Executive Committee members or members of the Board of Directors to obtain assistance in the completion of the transfer process. In all cases, the Head Coach may be held ultimately responsible for all actions of his/her subordinates, players, or families.  A player shall be considered a member of the team from the time the parent or guardian signs the player’s USYSA membership form. The form, when presented to the player and his / her parents, must show the team name and the age group the player will initially be playing with during the first season of play for that player.

The advertising of a team’s per player cost, including that of a reduced or a “No cost” option shall not be considered recruiting under these rules.   

9.1.1 Examples of what may be done (but not limited to):

a) Advertise team tryouts in any commercial media service such as the Dispatch or the Suburban News.

b) Advertise team tryouts on a poster or flyer placed in public use locations such as stores or indoor soccer arenas, websites, etc. including the MOSSL Discussion Board   

c) Distribute or locate posters or flyers about team tryouts in schools, churches or with other non-soccer organizations.

d) Holding / organizing of an “Open House” / “Information Session” where no player evaluation, skill demonstration by player or coach, or similar activity takes place, provided that the announcements of such events are only made where it is readily available to the general public, i.e. the club / league website, the MOSSL discussion board, the MOSSL Tryout Guide, or the locations similar to those mentioned in (a), (b) or (c) above.   Each club is permitted to hold / organize a maximum of two such Open House / Information Session, regardless of the ages of the teams being promoted. These Open House / Information Session events may only be held during May and June each calendar year. Open House / Information Session or other similar activities may not be held during the period of July 1st through April 30th.      

9.1.2   Examples of what MAY NOT BE DONE (but not limited to):

a) Have any contact with another team’s player that attempts to entice that player to come to his/her team or team tryouts.  Statements like “come play for me”, “ I have a uniform for you”, or “I can make you a better player” are all improper and a violation of these rules when made to a member of another team or club.

b) Make verbal, electronic, written contact by any medium or method with any player or player’s parent that is currently registered with a MOSSL team about switching teams or clubs.

c) Use Olympic Development, tournament applications, or other such information to target certain players or teams for recruitment purposes. 

d) Use his/her position in a school or community to influence an individual player’s choice of a team.

e) Files or assists in the filing of a transfer request with M.O.S.S.L., which, if approved, would allow the player to transfer to her/his team or club. Files or assists in the filing of an appeal of a denial of a transfer request which, if approved, would allow the player to transfer to her/his team or club.

f) Using any advertising or promotional material that refers to any other soccer club or organization that participates in MOSSL, by name. 

g) Posting or distributing tryout notices or other promotional material at any M.O.S.S.L. sponsored tournament or event, except that the member league that is hosting the tournament or event may post, but not distribute, tryout notices.

h) Distribution of information regarding the holding / organizing an Open House / Information Session as permitted in paragraph 9.1.1 (d) to specific players or groups of players who are not already registered to the member league or club.    

Violation of this section shall make the head coach of the team(s) involved and/or other persons involved subject to the sanctions as outlined in Section 6.2.2 (e) or 6.2.3 (c).
10. TRANSFERS

10.1  Any player rostered to a team on or before October 1st is bound to that team for the entire seasonal year unless a transfer is requested and received by M.O.S.S.L.  on or before October 1st or the request meets one or more of the exceptions listed below in paragraphs a) through k) and the  request is submitted prior to the deadlines listed in rules 10.1.1.1 or 10.1.1.2.  If the player is rostered to the team after October 1st, the transfer request must be received by M.O.S.S.L. on or before May 1st.  For the purposes of this Section 10.0, the date that a player is “rostered” shall be the date that the player was first rostered to a team during the current seasonal year.  

A player shall be considered rostered to a team when the player’s parent or guardian signs the player’s USYSA membership form. Transfer requests, when submitted on a completed USYSA Inter-Team Player Transfer Request form prior to the applicable dates, will be approved unless the M.O.S.S.L. bylaw on recruiting has been violated or the number of players on the player’s current team would fall below the required minimum number of players as specified in section 2.5. The transfer rules contained in this Section 10.0 only apply when both teams are part of MOSSL. 
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